THE GREAT STATE

uncreative and uncongenial toil merely to earn
enough food to enable him to continue to work has
not, properly speaking, a human life at all.

It is the argument of commercialism, as it once
was of aristocracy, that the accumulation of surplus
wealth in a few hands enables this spiritual life to
maintain its existence, that no really valuable or
useless work (for from this point of view only useless
work has value) could exist in the community with-
out such accumulations o wealth. The argument
has been employed for the disinterested work of
scientific research. A doctor of naturally liberal
and generous impulses told me that he was becoming
a reactionary simply because he feared that public
bodies would never give the money necessary for
research with anything like the same generosity as
is now shown by the great plutocrats. But Sir Ray
Lankester does not find that generosity sufficient,
and is prepared at least to consider a State more
ample-spirited.

The situation as regards art and as regards the
disinterested love of truth is so similar that we
might expect this argument in favour of a plutocratic
social order to hold equally well for both art and
science, and that the artist would be a fervent
upholder of the present system. As a matter of
fact, the more representative artists have rarely been
such, and not a few, though working their life long
for the plutocracy, have been vehement Socialists.

Despairing of the conditions due to modern com-
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